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epetition to make a
point is a verbal ploy
much used by
government ministers
|‘education, education,
o’} and estate agents
“o=om, location, location’). And

- designers, it would seem,
EE'E averse to it, either.

“Wendy Simpson, who is also a
wor tutor at the Inchbald School
' “==2zn in London, favours
~ozration, preparation,
mesazation’ to describe her
nzch to her subject. That she
what she preaches can be
om this elegant family home
: of London’s leafy squares
s she recently refurbished.

Simpson, an American who has
w=1 in the UK since 1947, was
o= by the clients to give the
~mse 2 thorough overhaul. This
~wv= ber the opportunity to
“ummoletely revamp the interiors,
~wwmoze the structure, update the
~=—uces, reorganise the layout and,
~m:lwv decorate, furnish and
HTESSOTISE.
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calm collected

designer Wendy Simpson was asked to refurbish

s London house and create a family home, but with

: areas where the owners could work. She telis Jane
ining that thorough preparation and space planning is
e key to good design. Photography by Dominic Blackmore

The clients are a professional
couple who both do some work at
home and have school-aged
children. They described what they
wanted to achieve as ‘a comfortably
functional family home with non-
overlapping work zones’.

The house is big - a basement
and four floors above — but, as
Simpson points out: “There is never
enough space, so the key is to make
what there is smarter, and though it
sounds ridiculously elementary,
analyse exactly what you want to
do in each room.’ Thorough
planning and plotting of the space
on paper to give an overview of
furniture layout, with bubble
diagrams outlining traffic flow, is
part of her preparation principle.

Americans have high
expectations of how the services in
a house perform — good plumbing
and plenty of cupboard space are
essential. This building had been a
boarding house in the 1950s, so
there was plenty of plumbing, most
of it more or less in the right
location. This was good news, says
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